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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A sanitary cove base comprising 
an outer wall; 

an inner wall; 

a plurality of longitudinally-extending web members existing between said outer wall and 
said inner wall, thereby connecting said outer wall to said inner wall; and 

a plurality of hollow channels, each hollow channel being defined between said inner 
wall, said outer wall, a first longitudinally-extending web member of said plurality of 
longitudinally-extending web members, and a next adjacent longitudinally-extending web 
member of said plurality of longitudinally-extending web members. 

2. The sanitary cove base of claim 1 , wherein said sanitary cove base is constructed fi-om 
material selected fi-om the group consisting of ABS, polypropylene, high-density polyethylene, 
and PVC. 

3. The sanitary cove base of claim 1 , wherein said sanitary cove base is made with the 
following composition: 98% polyethylene plastic, 1% coloring agent, 1/2% foaming agent, and 
1/2% anti-fungal material. 

4. The sanitary cove base of claim 3, wherein said sanitary cove base is milled fi-om a 
solid block of material. 

5. The sanitary cove base of claim 3, wherein said sanitary cove base is extruded. 

6. The sanitary cove base of claim 1 , wherein said sanitary cove base fiirther comprises 

an interior surface of said inner wall; 
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a wall-facing surface of said outer wall; 
a top surface; and 
a bottom surface. 

7. The sanitary cove base of claim 6, 

wherein said interior surface of said inner wall further comprises 

a sanitary sweep; and 

an abutment surface; 
and wherein said wall-facing surface of said outer wall further comprises 

a chamfer; 

a plurality of adhesive ridges; 
a plurality of relief valleys; and 
a wall-contact crest. 

8. The sanitary cove base of claim 7, wherein said top surface has a width of 
approximately 0.438 inches, and wherein said abutment surface has a height of approximately 
0.500 inches. 

9. The sanitary cove base of claim 7, wherein said abutment surface is displaced 
forwardly from said interior surface of said inner wall by a distance of approximately 0.500 
inches. 

10. The sanitary cove base of claim 6, wherein said top surface extends horizontally 
between said wall-facing surface and said interior surface. 

1 1 . The sanitary cove base of claim 6, wherein said top surface extends between said 
wall-facing surface and said interior surface, and wherein said top surface is substantially 
horizontal adjacent to said wall-facing surface and is substantially vertical adjacent to said 
interior surface. 
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12. The sanitary cove base of claim 6, wherein said top surface extends between said 
wall-facing surface and said interior surface, and wherein said top surface slopes downwardly 
between said wall-facing surface and said interior surface. 

13. The sanitary cove base of claim 12, wherein said top surface is curved. 

14. The sanitary cove base of claim 12, wherein said top surface is flat. 

15. The sanitary cove base of claim 6, wherein the sanitary cove base has an overall 
height from said bottom surface to said top surface of approximately 8.0 inches. 

16. The sanitary cove base of claim 6, wherein said wall-facing surface of said outer wall 
further comprises 

a plurality of sections of adhesive ridges; and 

a plurality of relief valleys, wherein each section of adhesive ridges of said plurality of 
sections of adhesive ridges is separated from a next adjacent section of adhesive ridges of said 
plurality of sections of adhesive ridges by a relief valley of said plurality of relief valleys. 

17. The sanitary cove base of claim 16 fiirther comprising a wall-contact crest extending 
rearwardly from said wall-facing surface of said outer wall, wherein said plurality of relief 
valleys comprises an upper relief valley, wherein said plurality of sections of adhesive ridges 
comprises an upper section of adhesive ridges, and wherein said upper relief valley separates 
said upper section of adhesive ridges from said wall-contact crest. 

18. The sanitary cove base of claim 17, wherein a top sidewall of said upper relief valley 
connects said wall-contact crest to a floor of said upper relief valley. 
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19. The sanitary cove base of claim 16 further comprising a wall-contact crest that 
extends rearwardly from said wall-facing surface of said outer wall a first distance, wherein each 
adhesive ridge of said plurality of sections of adhesive ridges extends rearwardly from said 
wall-facing surface of said outer wall a second distance, and wherein said first distance equals 
said second distance. 

20. The sanitary cove base of claim 16, wherein each adhesive ridge within a first section 
of adhesive ridges is displaced from a next adjacent adhesive ridge in said first section of 
adhesive ridges by a distance of approximately 0.125 inches. 

21. The sanitary cove base of claim 16, wherein said adhesive ridges extend rearwardly 
from said wall-facing surface of said outer wall approximately 0.063 inches. 

22. The sanitary cove base of claim 1, wherein said hollow channels extend 
longitudinally through the sanitary cove base. 

23. The sanitary cove base of claim 22 fiirther comprising a first longitudinal end and a 
second longitudinal end, and wherein said hollow channels extend between said first longitudinal 
end and said second longitudinal end. 

24. The sanitary cove base of claim 1 further comprising 

a lower end having a large, lower channel extending therethrough; and 
a vertical portion, wherein said vertical portion comprises 

at least a first part of said outer wall; 

at least a first part of said inner wall; and 

a plurality of hollow channels, wherein said plurality of hollow channels 
comprises 

an upper, small hollow channel; and 
a lower, small hollow channel. 
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25. The sanitary cove base of claim 1, wherein said sanitary cove base comprises 
a lower end, wherein a large, lower channel extends through said lower end; and 

a vertical portion, wherein said vertical portion comprises a plurality of hollow channels, 
and wherein said plurality of hollow channels comprises 
a top hollow channel; 

a second hollow channel, said second hollow channel located below said top 
hollow channel; 

a third hollow channel, said third hollow channel located below said second 
hollow channel; 

a fourth hollow channel, said fourth hollow channel located below said third 
hollow channel; 

a fifth hollow channel, said fifth hollow channel located below said fourth hollow 
channel; 

a sixth hollow channel, said sixth hollow channel located below said fifth hollow 
channel; 

a seventh hollow channel, said seventh hollow channel located below said sixth 
hollow channel; 

an eighth hollow channel, said eighth hollow channel located below said seventh 

hollow channel; and 
a ninth hollow channel, said ninth hollow channel located below said eighth 

hollow channel and above said large, lower channel. 

26. The sanitary cove base of claim 25, wherein said third hollow channel is an upper, 
small hollow channel; wherein said eighth hollow channel is a lower, small hollow channel; and 
wherein said upper, small hollow channel and said lower, small hollow channel are shorter than 
each of said top hollow channel, said second hollow channel, said fourth hollow channel, said 
fifth hollow channel, said sixth hollow channel, said seventh hollow channel, and said ninth 
hollow channel. 
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27. The sanitary cove base of claim 26, wherein said upper, small hollow channel and 
said lower, small hollow channel are each adapted to receive an attachment screw 

28. The sanitary cove base of claim 25, wherein 

said top hollow channel is approximately 0.636 inches high vertically; 
said second hollow channel is approximately 0.942 inches high vertically; 
said third hollow channel is approximately 0.404 inches high vertically; 
said fourth hollow channel is approximately 0.754 inches tall vertically; 
said fifth hollow channel is approximately 0.923 inches tall vertically; 
said sixth hollow chaimel is approximately 0.861 inches tall vertically; 
said seventh hollow channel is approximately 0.504 inches tall vertically; 
said eighth hollow channel is approximately 0.404 inches tall vertically; 
said ninth hollow channel is approximately 0.817 inches tall vertically; and 
said large, lower channel is approximately 0.641 inches tall vertically. 

29. The sanitary cove base of claim 28, wherein each of said hollow channels is 
approximately 0.125 inches wide between said inner wall and said outer wall. 

30. The sanitary cove base of claim 25, wherein said plurality of 
longitudinally-extending web members comprises nine longitudinally-extending web members 
that extend between said outer wall and said inner wall; and wherein each of said nine 
longitudinally-extending web members separates one of said top hollow channel, said second 
hollow channel, said third hollow channel, said fourth hollow channel, said fifth hollow channel, 
said sixth hollow channel, said seventh hollow channel, said eighth hollow channel, said ninth 
hollow channel, and said large, lower channel from a next adjacent hollow channel. 

3 1 . The sanitary cove base of claim 30, wherein each of said nine web members is 
approximately 0.096 inches thick vertically. 
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32. The sanitary cove base of claim 1, wherein said sanitary cove base further comprises 
a top wall; 

a sweep wall; 
a floor wall; 
a bottom wall; and 
a chamfer wall. 

33. The sanitary cove base of claim 32, wherein said top wall, said inner wall, said 
sweep wall, said floor wall, said bottom wall, said chamfer wall, and said outer wall are all 
approximately 0.125 inches thick. 

34. The sanitary cove base of claim 1 further comprising 

a first plurality of screw insertion holes through said inner wall and adapted to 

accept an attachment screw; and 
a second plurality of buttons, each button being frictionally received in one of said 

first plurality of screw insertion holes. 

35. A molded comer that may be used in combination with a sanitary cove base having a 
plurality of longitudinally-extending hollow channels, the molded comer comprising 

a main body portion, wherein said main body portion has a first edge and a second edge; 

and 

a plurality of integrated alignment tabs, wherein at least a first integrated alignment tab of 
said plurality of integrated alignment tabs extends fi-om said first edge of said main body portion, 
wherein at least a second integrated alignment tab of said plurality of integrated alignment tabs 
extends fi-om said second edge of said main body portion, and wherein each of said integrated 
alignment tabs is adapted to extend into one of the longitudinally-extending hollow channels in 
the sanitary cove base. 
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36. The molded comer of claim 35, wherein said first edge of said main body portion has 
a first profile, wherein said second edge of said main body portion has a second profile, and 
wherein said first profile and said second profile of said main body are adapted to match a profile 
of a longitudinal end of the sanitary cove base. 

37. The molded comer of claim 35 fixrther comprising 
a flooring material abutment surface; 

a sanitary sweep; 

an interior surface; and 

a top surface. 

38. The molded comer of claim 37, wherein said molded comer is a molded inside 
comer, wherein said molded inside comer fiirther comprises 

a wall-facing surface; and 

ribs extending wallwardly from said wall-facing surface of the molded inside comer. 

39. The molded comer of any one of claims 35, 36, or 37, wherein said molded comer is 
a molded outside comer. 

40. The molded comer of any one of claims 35, 36, or 37, wherein said molded comer is 
a molded inside comer. 

41 . A molded comer that may be used in combination with a sanitary cove base having a 
plurality of longitudinally-extending hollow channels, the molded comer comprising 

a main body portion, wherein said main body portion has a first edge and a second edge, 
wherein said first edge comprises at least a first slot, and wherein said second edge comprises at 
least a second slot; 

a first removable alignment strip, wherein said first removable alignment strip has a first 
longitudinal end and a second longitudinal end, and wherein said first longitudinal end of said 

24 



Express Mail Label No. ER 500 660 713 US 
Attorney Docket No. 005-040001 US 



first removable alignment strip is fiictionally engaged in said first slot along said first edge of 
said main body portion; 

a second removable alignment strip, wherein said second removable alignment strip has a 
first longitudinal end and a second longitudinal end, and wherein said first longitudinal end of 
said second removable alignment strip is fiictionally engaged in said second slot along said 
second edge of said main body portion; and 

wherein said second longitudinal ends of said first and second removable alignment strips 
are adapted to extend into one of the longitudinally-extending hollow channels in the sanitary 
cove base. 
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